Chapter Five -- Toying with her
© Robert Caveat 

PRIVATE



INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "../../../dom/images/stars.jpg"

Toys. How does one learn about the toys or equipment we use? How does one decide what toys to have? What toys do you need to have to practice bdsm? The use and ownership of toys are a very personal thing, based on individual preferences. Some would argue that a submissive does not need to have any toys, because when she finds a Dom, he will have everything necessary. My belief is that every sub should make an effort to acquire some of these things and experiment with them. She will thus know her likes and dislikes better, and her toys will be available when she finds someone to share them with and use them on her.

For purposes of this piece, I do not want to write about vibrators and plugs. I am more interested in all of the other devices we adapt and make for use in our play activities.

Of course, some of the best things to use to stimulate one's partner are not toys. My teeth, mouth, hands, fingers, fingernails and cock are all favorite things to use on a submissive partner. I enjoy working on a helpless sub with all of these items because of the touching that is involved. One of my favorite things is to flog pre-tenderized breasts and nipples with my erect cock, using it to alternately rub, strike and tease my helplessly tied sub's sore spots. The feeling is wonderful from both top and bottom points of view, but the sub is especially stimulated by the pleasure/pain sensations which shoot through her breastflesh. Using my fingers to tease, torment and torture tender nipples is very pleasing. The flick of a fingernail across a nipple or clit can create an instant surprised gasp, and costs nothing to purchase. It is also very accurate in the placement area and pressure it provides. Probing fingers can enter and explore pleasure points with an accuracy that is impossible to attain in any other way. From a sub's point of view, if a Dom is talented with his fingers, he really never has to use his cock. Of course, to not do so would deny the couple many other pleasures.

The use of toys provides variety in a D/s relationship. If bdsm adds spice to one's sexual life, then toys add spice on top of spice. And since a Dom does not have an unlimited number of hands and fingers, toys can provide additional control and stimulation while other things are gong on.

I am not big on the purchase of equipment and toys, although I have purchased various things when I felt I could not make the item to my satisfaction. I have seen and used professionally made restraints, and they are wonderful, but I personally could never take the plunge and spend the kind of money necessary to purchase these things. I have tried a variety of different home made toys, and for the most part, have been happy with the result and the cost savings. One does not have to be a skilled do-it-yourselfer to make or obtain usable equipment. I have made dozens of items and have never had a sub complain that the items were not made professionally. As long as the end result is satisfactory, no one will ever have a second though about the source of your toys.

The first thing I recommend a sub or Dom acquiring is something to restrain or be restrained with. Before I owned wrist and ankle restraints, I used old silk ties. I still use them on occasion today. A tie can be used as both restraint and rope, with a slipknot on the arm or leg end and the other end being fastened to a rafter, bedpost or box spring. A tie can be used to fasten wrists behind the back or to provide a little extra anchoring whenever a rope might be used. The softness of the fabric is easier on the skin than rope, thus reducing marks. Doms should keep extra silk ties for gifts to subs because having equipment at her house allows for play even when normal equipment has not been brought along.

Restraints are simple things to make or obtain. Pet stores are wonderful places to find equipment and toys. Dog and cat collars can be used for neck collars and wrist and ankle restraints. Dollar stores sell these items even more cheaply. I recently purchased four leather dog collars at a dollar store for four dollars. I had to punch extra holes in the wrist restraints, but the ankle restraints were perfect. I use a hole punch made for that purpose, but an ice pick, nail or electric drill can be used to make the extra holes. Nylon dog and cat collars can be made smaller by taking them apart and sewing them back together. Many people have old belts in their closets. These can also be purchased at thrift stores for under a dollar and cut down to size. The rest of the belt can be used with an extra buckle to make another restraint or can be used to make something for spanking.

Restraints made this way work well, and the prices certainly beat the $30 and up you will pay for store bought items. I try to give each potential new sub a set of wrist restraints when we meet for the first time. I tell her this is a gift whether or not we ever get together to have a session, and I mean it. The giving of restraints is part of the gradual control and seduction process, and I can learn a lot about whether or a not a woman is truly submissive by her reaction to my gift. The gift of wrist restraints to a potential new sub can be quite exciting to her. During our first meeting in a restaurant, one sub excused herself to go to the restroom, shortly after I gave her the restraints. She told me later that the gift had excited her so much, she masturbated in the restaurant. We ended up seeing each other for several months, and she was exquisitely submissive and responsive. The gift of the restraints made it easier for both of us to go to the next step. Without it, we might have gone more slowly, or she might have decided to pick another Dom with which to have a relationship. Another time, when I gave the restraints to a potential sub, she looked at them and said, "What am I supposed to do with these?" I decided to not pursue the relationship.

I like to use rope for securing restraints to bedposts and other places. There is less give than when using a silk tie, and the sub's limbs can be stretched further. Rope is one of the few things I have purchased, because it is not that expensive, and new rope is clean. I prefer at least ¼ inch cotton rope, purchased in at least a 50 foot length (longer if possible). I cut the rope in half, keeping a 25-foot length for Japanese style bondage. The rest is cut into smaller lengths for various uses. I use cotton rope because it is softer than nylon or other man-made materials. One of my favorite things to do to a sub is to tie a rope to the front of her neck collar, slipping the loose end down between her legs, back up between her bottom cheeks and fastening it to her neck collar again or her wrists that are tied behind her back. The pressure the rope creates on her clit, cunt and rectal area, stimulates her to higher levels of arousal. Every little movement creates more sensation to these areas.

Floggers, canes, whips and other devices for spanking, flogging and striking various areas of the body, are easy to make or acquire. Of course, there is no substitute for the hand when spanking a sub's needy bottom. A paint stirrer is an excellent spanking device and is often free for the asking at any paint store. It can also be used for light smacks to the nipples and breasts. Yard sticks and rulers can usually be found around the house, as are spatulas, wooden spoons and wooden dowels. Bamboo canes can be purchased at plant stores. Wooden dowels are inexpensive and readily available at hardware stores. Old Ping-Pong paddles can often be found around the house or in thrift stores. A piece of artificial fur can be glued to one side of a ping pong paddle to provide alternate soft and hard caresses. The bottom bar can be cut from a plastic coat hanger and used as a cane on various parts of the body. I have made an excellent riding crop type toy from the tip of an old fishing rod and a leather strip that was glued and fastened to the tip with a wrapped cord. This toy has the advantage of being very whippy and accurately controlled when used for striking nipple and clitoral areas.

Cheap jump ropes can be purchased at toy stores or dollar stores, and the handles used for flogger handles. The rope can then be used for various bondage activities. Plastic or rubber bicycle handles can be purchased at toy stores and used for flogger, tawse or handles for other devices. One of my favorite floggers is made from large rubber bands that were cut in half and glue gunned into a jump rope handle. I have cut off the handles from ski poles and used them for flogger handles. Wooden dowels can be shaped into handles and have holes drilled into them for floggers.

Floggers can be made from old leather articles such as purses, vests and jackets. The strips of leather can be carefully cut to size and glue gunned into a handle. The end of a leather belt can be cut on one end to fit into a handle and then glue gunned into the handle, making an excellent tawse or spanker. Rubber tubing can be purchased in various sized from a hardware store, and used with or without a handle as a flogger or whip. Leather shoestrings can be glue gunned into a jump rope handle, making an excellent flogger.

Long shoestrings can be used for breast bondage, as can thin fabric belts from robes. One half-inch elastic cord can be purchased from fabric stores in various lengths and used for breast bondage. Nipple clamps can be made from a number of things. Dollar stores sell assortments of clips for securing the tops of snack bags. Clamshell type hair clips can be purchased in assortments and make excellent nipple clamps. My experience is that the smallest ones work the best, but various sizes are useful and stimulating. Of course, we all know about wooden clothespins.

Spreaderbars can be made from wooden dowels holes drilled on each end and eyescrews screwed into the ends. Extension handles for paint rollers make excellent adjustable spreaderbars because two or more of them can be screwed together. I have also made spreaderbars from old wooden crutches. Old crutches are cheap and readily available from thrift stores. I take the crutches apart and use the center pieces, taking off the crutch tip. Both center pieces are used and cut to length, leaving the sections that have holes in them. These two pieces can be fastened together with bolts, with the result being an adjustable spreaderbar. The ends are sanded and then have holes drilled in them for eyescrews.

One of my favorite devices is a rechargeable electric toothbrush. I remove the toothbrush from the handle. A metal tip extends from the handle. A small rubber tip is then glued over the metal tip. The new rubber tip can then be used for clitoral stimulation that is precise and, I am told, one of the most wonderful sensations ever experienced by a helpless sub.

There are many other devices that can be used and misused as toys for D/s play. I have only scratched the surface here. My best advice is to use your imagination and look around for alternative play uses for every day items. Look at ready-made items and try to see how they are made. Then think about how those items can be made at a lesser cost by you. It will be worth it.

