Elevator Pitch Version

Torei is a far-distant planet in a far-distant future, and feels like
Aeon Flux meets Gor.

Slavery and Stories

Torei is a planet where sexual slavery is common, and in parts
of the planet unavoidable. Many of the stories are told from the
perspective of off-world visitors, as this allows the strangeness
of Torean society and law to be highlighted without long info-
dumps.

History

Initial Settlement

Torei was originally settled by robotic craft carrying human ge-
netic material and incubator units. This is somewhat like the
“Americanos” in Alestair Reynolds’s Chasm City. The robots han-
dled initial terraforming, and then raised the first generation of
vat children to start the human population.

Unfortunately, the world of Torei was the last possible planet
the settlement craft reached after a number of failed attempts to
build in other star systems. By the time they reached touchdown
on Torei, most of the genetic stock was damaged, and the new
population was in danger of not reaching sufficient genetic di-
versity.



Early Human Society

The first generations of Toreans were ruled by the Al terraform-
ing systems, and spent most of their time working for self-sufficiency
for both human and machine alike. The two towering atmo-
spheric envelope devices at either pole needed constant mainte-
nance, and few ever strayed from the terraforming complex they
were born in.

Since genetic diversity was low, the Als insisted on a strict
breeding program. Choice of mate or marrying for love was out
of the question, and sometimes residents would be transported
from one pole to the other to keep the mix strong. You could
be working on doing good work to make the planet habitable,
and find yourself deported to the other side of the world to carry
someone’s babies.

Human Self-Sufficiency

The lean years gave way as the terraforming created a fertile
band around the equator. Human families moved out to start
a more agrarian life, and formed tribes. The equatorial societies
formed separately from the two polar nations, but maintained
trade: mostly trading food for industrial goods.

The contact with the poles also meant that they continued
the calculated breeding programs, and tribal elders would decide
who mated. The system shifted from a polyandrous one (multi-
ple fathers mating with a mother to increase genetic spread) to
a polygamous one (one father mating with multiple mothers to
increase total birth yield). With food now becoming plentiful, the
population boomed all over the planet.



The Old Ways Persist

With breeding programs no longer strictly necessary, and with
the population largely stable, it would have made sense to stop
the practice. Instead, existing power structures corrupted and be-
gan to grant desired mating as a favor to the wealthy or powerful.
Over time this form of bribery or corruption moved above the ta-
ble, becoming a legitimate business transaction. Eventually most
women were treated as imprisoned slaves from the moment they
were sold by their families.

Equatorial kingdoms flourished, while the industrial polar
complexes remained static. The terraforming systems reached
a steady-state, but the habitat never stabilized as expected. The
Als changed their plans from one of conversion of the planet
to one of maintenance of habitability. The climate by and large
remained fixed from that point on. Surplus capacity was put
toward development of rust-belt factories around the tropics, to
take advantage of trade with the equatorial tribes.

The Middle Period

Equatorial tribes became kingdoms and then empires. Fights be-
came wars. The largest empire to unify the planet existed during
this time, covering most of the northern tropics and the entire
ring of the equator.

It was during this time that the Torean equivalent of a Queen
Elizabeth the First character appeared. An accident of succession
left the emperor’s primary consort with the throne, and she be-
came known as the Princess Thrall. Much of the high art on Torei
(think the role Opera has today) is often a ritual retelling of her
life.

She held on to power by collaring herself at her coronation,



and declaring herself a slave to the will of the people. Her life had
trained her to be good at keeping men from staying angry, and
keeping people pleased. She used this and her feminine cunning
to keep the lusty local lords happy with her even when they rat-
tled sabres with one another. After her betrayal and exile to the
South, the empire soon fractured and reverted to smaller king-
doms again.

Interstellar Contact

Centuries after its initial settlement, the frontier of the main-
stream human interstellar civilization finally reached Torei. The
ring of equatorial kingdoms (or “ringdoms”) took advantage of
the fact that space elevators work best at the equator, and began
to agree to treaties with the larger federations and empires of
the galaxy. Trade with off-worlders meant that new and exciting
technology was now possible, and the polar terraforming nations
no longer had a monopoly on industrial production.

Treaties were signed protecting the rights of off-worlders to
be judged by their own law. Regions of the planet were devoted
to vast skyscraper resort complexes to house and entertain them.
Torei appealed to the galactic mainstream as a combination of
Prague in the 1990s and Dubai in the 2000s: a raw underdevel-
oped frontier, but also an opportunity to live coddled in a vast
theme park with an enormous servant class to wait on you.

The polar nations, already defensive and insular, had become
terrifying places for women after the Princess Thrall’s empire fell.
A no-man’s land sprang up in each tropic, built and maintained
by the Als complete with dastardly traps for those who would
flee to the equatorial ringdoms.

The new trade deficit with the ringdoms made this problem
even worse. Factories that had once been used to produce nec-



essary goods now were turned over to futile contributions to the
terraforming project, or as vast punishment prisons for unowned
women that the starved male population could no longer afford.
Most slaves there are wards of the state, kept obedient under the
unblinking eye of the machines.

The polar regions need population to help maintain the aging
terraforming infrastructure. They occasionally kidnap people to
work the habitat generators, and with the laws as they are that
almost always means slave women. In fact, by the time the no-
man’s land was built, the Southern nation no longer had any free
women at all.

Slavery on Torei

In the totalitarian polar nations, women are all either property of
their fathers, masters, or the state (which means the Al resident
in the local atmospheric envelope plant).

In the equatorial “ringdoms” of the former empire, slavery is
nominally optional. At the age of 18 (at least earth equivalent
age, for legal reasons as well as my personal distaste for under-
age stuff), women may file for emancipation instead of taking on
a master. Some families groom their daughters to be owned im-
mediately, sending them to finishing schools, but an enormous
number of women try to avoid slavery.

Depending on the particular state you're in, however, this can
be easier or harder than it should be. A cluster of the ringdoms
around the space elevator have enacted liberal reforms to encour-
age off-world visitors, and as a result most of the women working
in roles of erotic submission or domestic servitude are actually in-
dependent contractors. These women walk a fine line, however,
and the legal system is stacked against them if they should find
its attentions turned upon them.



This is how off-world “freewombs” differ from native-born:
the members of interstellar nations signatory to certain treaties
have the right to be tried by their own courts. This allows them
to violate curfew, say, and face only a stiff fine rather than a public
and humiliating punishment.

Technology and Color

Where possible, technology should fade to the background. In-
formation technology is ubiquitous and accesible in nearly all re-
flective surfaces. Infodumps about the particular technique used
to achieve certain effects should be avoided.

The planet has a somewhat backward technology base, com-
pared to the off-worlders. It was seeded with a repository of
human knowledge at the time of colonization, but that was mil-
lennia ago. Part of what Torei is trading for is technology, partic-
ularly industrial technology that would give the Ringdoms inde-
pendence from the polar areas.

One place where Torei has a technological advantage is in
certain areas of human biology. The technology for managing
reproductive processes and aesthetic body modification are un-
parallelled, and this spills over into other areas. Some off-world
visitors arrive just to visit the various Improvements labs for their
own benefit.

Torean modification is used for things ranging from the “stimhibitors”
featured in The Lead, to practical enhancements to allow people
to survive in the harsh polar environments, to elaborate cosmetic
adjustments.

Torean women seldom experience full-term pregnancy, instead
donating ova for gestation in a descendant of the vat incuba-
tors that grew the first human settlers. Women typically have
their menstruation halted via a process that stimulates many of



the body’s natural reactions to pregnancy (though not all): thus
women tend to lactate throughout their adult lives, and most of
the fats they consume are flushed out through pumping or suck-
ling.
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